Transradial stenting of the cervical internal carotid artery: technical case report.
We describe a case of endoluminal stent placement for a cervical internal carotid artery stenosis in which percutaneous access was obtained via the radial artery. A 69-year-old man with known disease of the carotid, peripheral, and coronary arteries as well as chronic obstructive pulmonary disease presented for endoluminal revascularization of a severe, progressive right internal carotid artery stenosis. Transfemoral access was complicated by the previous placement of a synthetic graft as the result of a previous right-to-left iliofemoral artery bypass procedure and an aortoiliac occlusion. A transradial approach was successfully attempted, and a Precise stent (Cordis Endovascular, Miami Lakes, FL) was successfully placed through a 6-French guide sheath. The transradial approach is becoming an increasingly viable alternative route for stent placement in patients with contraindicated or complicated femoral access routes. As devices become increasingly more pliable and smaller, the transradial route will be used with increasing frequency in this select patient population for stenting of both the cervical and intracranial circulation.